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C O M 

By him with many comforts, ’till wc end 

In dull ; our final reft, and native home. Milt. Par. Lift. 

3. Suitably to a certain purpofc 

Wif.Jom may have framed one and the fame thing to ferve 
commodvmfly f„r divers ends. Hooker, b v. fell. 42. 

Galen, upon the confideration of the body, challenges any 
one to find how the Jeaft fibre might be more commdioujly 
placed lor ufe or comelincfs. South's Sermons. 

Commodiousness. n. f. [from commodious.'] •Convenience; 
advantage. 

. o 

1 he place requireth many circumftances ; as the fituation 
near the lea, for the commdioufnefs of an intercourfc with 
England. Bacon% 

Of cities, the greatnefs and riches increafe according to the 
commodioufneft of their fituation in fertile countries, or upon 
rivers and havens. Ten. pie. 

Commodity, n.f [ commoditas , Latin ] 

1. Intereft; advantage; profit. 

I hey knew, that howfoever men may feek their own com- 
modity , yet if this were done with injury unto others, it was 
not to be fuffered. ' Hooker, b. v. jeet. jo. 

Commodity , the biafs of the world. 

The world, which of itfclf is poifed well, 

’Till this advantage, this vile drawing biafs, 

This fway of motion, this commodity , 

Makes it take head from all indift'erency. 

From all direction, purpofe, courfe, intent. Shake f. K.John. 
After much debatement of the commodities or difeommodi- 
ties like to enfue, they concluded. Hayward. 

2. Convenience of time or place. 

I here came into her head certain verl'es, which, if fhehr.d 
had prefent commodity , fhe would have adjoined as a retraction 
to the other. Sidney, k. ii. 

She demanded leave, not to lofc this long fought for com- 
modity of time, to cafe her heart. Sidney. 

Travellers turn out of the highway, drawn either by the 
commodity of a foot-path, or the delicacy or the frefhnefs of the 
fields. Ben. Jobnforls Difcov. 

3. VV ares ; merchandife ; goods for traffick. 

All my fortunes are at fea ; 

Nor have I money, nor commodity 

To raife a prefent fum. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

It had been difficult to make fuch a mole where they had 
not fo natural a commodity as the earth of Puzzuola, which 
immediately hardens in the water. Addifon s Remarks on Italy. 

Commodities are moveables, valuable by money, the common 
meafurc. Locke. ’ 

Of money in the commerce and traffick of mankind, the 
principal ufe is that of faving the commutation of more bulky 
commodities. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Commo'dore. ti. f. [ probably corrupted from the Spanilh 
comenelador. j The captain who commands a fquadron of fhips. 

COMMON, si. f [communis, Latin.] 

1. Belonging equally to more than one. 

Though life and fenfe be cotnmon to man and brutes, and 
their operations in many things alike; yet by this form he 
lives the life of a man, and not of a brute, and hath the fenfe 
of a man, and not of a brute. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

He who hath received damage, has, befides the right of 
punifhment cotnmon to him with other men, a particular right 
to fcck reparation. Locke. 

2. Having no pofleflor or owner. 

Where no kindred are to be found, we fee the polleffion of 
a private man revert to the community, and fo become again 
perfectly common , no body having a right to inherit them ; nor 
can any one have a property in them, otherwife than in other 
things common by nature. Locke. 

3. Vulgar ; mean; not diftinguifhed by any excellence; often 
feen ; eafy to be had ; of little value ; not rare ; not fcarce. 

Or as the man whom princes do advance. 

Upon their gracious mcrcy-feat to fit. 

Doth com/710/1 things, ol courfe and circumftance. 

To the reports of common men commit. Davies. 

4. Publick ; general ; ferving the ufe of all. 

He was advifed by a parliament-man not to be ftribt in 
reading all the cotnmon prayer, but make fome variation. IValt. 

I need not mention the old comtnon Ihore of Rome, which 
ran from all parts of the town, with the current and violence 
of an ordinary river. Addifon on Ita’y. 

5. Of no rank ; mean ; without birth or defeent. 

Look, as I blow this feather from my face. 

And as the air blows it to me again, 

Such is the lightnels of you common men. Shak. Henry VI. 

Flying bullets now. 

To execute his rage, appear too flow ; 

They mifs, or fwcep but com/non fouls away, _ 

For fuch a lofs Opdam his life muft pay. II ether, 

6. Frequent; ufual ; ordinary. 

There is an evil whicli I have feen cotnmon among men. 

Eccles. vi. 1. 

The Papifts were the moft com/non place, and the butt 
againft whom all the arrows were directed. Clarendon. 


C O M 

Neither is it ftrange that there fliould be myfteries in divi- 

7 Prof lit ute C ^ m thC C6nu ’ lcne J i °P erat ions in nature. Swift. 

lisa ftrange thing, the impudence of fome women 1 was 
the word of a dame, who herfelf was common. L'Eflranee 
Hipparchus was going to marry a common woman, but con- 
fu ted Philander upon the occafton. Spectator, N°. ,, 7 - 

8. [In grammar.] 5 >uch verbs as fignify both action and pafliori 
are called con mot , ; as afpetmor, I defpije, or am defpifed ; and 
alio luch nouns as are both mafeuline and feminine, as farms 

Co M MON ». f [from the adjective.] An open ground equal- 
ly uled by many perfons. ^ 

Then take we down his load, and turn him oft'. 

Like to the empty afs, to fhake his ears, 

And graze in commons. Shakefpeare's Julius Cafar. 

Is not the feparate property of a thing' the great caufe of its 
endearment? Does any one rcfpect a common as much as he 
does his garden ? Seutj) 

Common, adv. [from die adjeftive.] Commonly; ordinarily. 

I ant more than common tall. Shakefp. As you like it. 
In Co mmon. 

1. Equally to be participated by a certain number. 

By making an explicite confent of every commoner ncccf- 
fary to any one’s appropriating to himfelf any part of what is 
given in comma , children or fervants could not cut the meat 
which their father or maftcr had provided for them in comtnon, 
without affigning to every one his peculiar part. Locke. 

2. Equally with another; indiferiminately. 

In a work of this nature it is impoflible to avoid puerilities, 
it having that in comtnon with dictionaries, and books of anti- 
quities. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

To Co'mmon. v. n. [from the noun.] To have a joint right 
with others in fome common ground. 

Common Law contains thofc cuftoms and ufages which have, 
by long prefeription, obtained in this nation the force of laws. 
It is diftinguifhed from the ftatute law, which owes its autho- 
rity to aifts of parliament. 

Common Pleas. The king’s court now held in Weftminfter- 
hall; but anciently moveable. Gwin obferves, that ’till Henry 
III. granted the magna charta there were but two courts, the 
exchequer, and the king’s bench, fo called becaufc it followed 
the king ; but upon the grant of that charter, the court of 
cotnmon pleas was creCled, and fettled at Weftminfter. All 
civil caufes, both real and perfonal, are, or were formerly, 
tried in this court, according to the ftrict laws of the realm; 
and Fortefcue reprefents it as the only court for real caufes. 
The chief judge is called the lord chief juftice of the common 
picas, and he is affifted by three or four aflociates, created by 
letters patent from the king. Cowcl. 

Co'mmonable. adj. [ from common. ] What is held in 
common. 

Much good land might be gained from forefts and chafes, 
and from other commonable places, fo as there be care taken 
that the poor commoners have no injury. Bacon's Ad. to Filters. 

Co'mmonage. n.f [from common.] The right of feeding on 
a common ; the joint right of ufing any thing in common 
with others. 

Co'mmonalty. n.f. [communautc, French.] 

1. The common people ; the people of the lower rank. 

Bid him ftrive 

To gain the love o’ th’ commonalty ; the duke 
Shall govern England. Shakef. Henry VIII. 

There is in every ftate, as we know, two portions of fub- 
jedts ; the nobles and the commonalty. Bacon, Effay 16. 

The emmet joined in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty. Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. vii. /. 489. 

All gentlemen are almoft obliged to it ; and I know no rca- 
fon we lbould give that advantage to the commonalty of Eng- 
land, to be foremoft in brave actions. Dryd.Prcf. to An. Mir. 

2. The bulk of mankind. 

I myfelf too will ufe the fecret acknowledgment of the 
commonalty bearing record of the God of Gods. Hooker, b. 111. 

Co'mmoner. n.f. [Bom common.] 

1 . One of the common people ; a man of low rank ; of mean 
condition. 

Doubt not 

The commoners, for whom we ftand, but they. 

Upon their ancient malice, will forget. Shakejp Coriolantu. 
His great men durft not pay their court to him, ’till he had 
fatiated his thirft of blood by the death of feme of his loyal 
commoners. Addifon's Freeholder, N 0 - l°* 

2. A man not noble. 

'I his commoner has worth and parts. 

Is prais’d for arms, or lov’d for arts : 

His head achs for a coronet ; . 

And who is blefs’d, that is not great ? Prior. 

3. A member of the houle of commons. 

4. One who has a joint right in common ground. 

Much land might be gained from commonable places, fo as 
there be care taken that the poor commoners have no injury- 

Bacon's Advice to / tiers. 
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5 . A fludent of the fecond rtnkat the univerfity of Oxford; one 
that cats at the common table. 

6. A proftitutc. . 

Behold thi3 ring, 

Whole high rtfpecl, and rich validity. 

Did lack a parallel : vet, for all that. 

He gave it to a commoner o th camp. 

Common 7'tioN. n.f. [commonitio, Latin.] 

inftru&ion. . „ 

Co'mmonly. adv. [from common.] frequently; ufually ; or- 
dinarily. 

This hand of your s requires 
Much colligation, excrcife devout ; 

For here’s a ftrontj and fweating devil here. 

That commonly rebels. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

A ^reat difeafe may change the frame of a body, though, 
if it lives to recover ftrength, it commonly returns to its natural 
conftitution. rcm P le - 

Co'mmonness. n f. [from common . ] 

1 . Equal participation among many. 

Nor can the commonnejs of die guilt obviate the cenfure, 
there being nothing more frequent than for men to accufc their 
own faults in other perlons. Government of the Tongue, f t. 

2. Frequent occurrence ; frequency. 

Blot out that maxim, res nolunt diu male adtmniflrari < the 
commonnefs makes me not know who is the author; but lure 
he muft be fome modern. Swift. 

To Com monel a'ce. v. a. To reduce to general heads. 

I do not apprehend any difficulty in collecting and common- 
placing an univerfal hiftory from die whole body of hiftorians. 

Felton cn the Clujficks. 

Commonplace-book. n.f. A book in which things to be 
remembered arc ranged under general heads. 

I turned to my commonplace book, and found his cafe under 
the word coquette. Tatter, N°. 107. 

Co'm MOM i. n.f 

1. The vulgar; the lower people ; thofe who inherit no honours. 

Litde office 

Tiie hateful commons will perform for us ; 

Except, like curs, to tear us all in pieces. Shakefp. Richard II. 

Hath he not pafs’d the nobles and the commons ? Shakefp. 

Thefe three to kings and chiefs their feenes difplay. 

The reft before the ignoble commons play. Dryden's Fables. 

The gods of greater nations dwell around. 

And, on the right and left, the palace bound ; 

The commons where they can : the nobler fort. 

With winding doors wide open, front the court. Dryden. 

2. The lower houl’c of parliament, by which the people are re- 
presented, and of whicli the members are chofcn by the 
people. 

My good lord, 

How now for mitigation of this bill 
Urg'd by the commons ? Doth his majefty 
Incline to it, or no ? Shakefpeare's Henry VI. 

In the houfe of commons many gentlemen, unfatisfied of his 
guilt, durft not condemn him. King Charles. 

3. Food; fare; diet: fo called from colleges, where it is eaten 
in common. 

He painted himfelf of a dove-colour, and took his commons 
with the pigeons. L'Eftrange. 

Mean while fhe quench’d her fury at the flood, 

And with a lenten fallad cool’d her blood : 

Their commons, though but coarfc, were nothing fcant ; 

Nor did their minds an equal banquet want. Dryden. 

The doiStor now obeys the fummons, 

Likes both hi-; company and commons ; 

Difplays his talent ; fits ’till ten ; 

Next day invited, comes a train. Swift 

Commonweal. \ r „ . , / 

Commons e'alth. \ n ’J‘ L from common aid weal, or wea th.] 

1. A polity ; an cftablilhed form of civil life. 

I wo foundations bear up publick focieties 5 the one incli- 
nation, whereby all men defire fociable life; the other an or- 
der agreed upon, touching the manner of their union in living 
together : the latter is that which we call the law of a common- 

we f . Hooker. 

Jt was impoflible to make a commonweal in Ireland, without 
f ttlmg of all die eftates and pofleffions throughout the king- 

Davies on Ireland. 

A continual parliament would but keep the commomveal in 
tune, by preferving laws in their vigour. King Charles. 

I here is no body in the commo/nvcalth of learning who does 
not profefs himfelf a lover of truth. ° Locke 

I he publick ; the general body of the people. 

Such a prince, 

So kind a father of the commonweal. Shakefp. Henry IV 
I heir fons are well tutored by you : vou are a good rnem- 
oct of the commonwealth. Shakefpeare's Love's Labour Lett. 

3. government in which the Supreme power is lodged in thp 
people ; a republic^ S ,n lne 

Did he, or do yet any of them, imagine 
Vol 1 SOdS W ° Uld flccp 10 fuch a St y § ian practice. 


Again!! that commonwealth which they have founded. Johnjcn. 
Commonwealths were nothing more, in their original, buC 


Commonwealths were nothing more, m n»->. ' c "7\-r • 

free cities; though fometimes, by force of orders and dilci- 
have extended thcmfelves into mighty dorm- 


Temple. 


Dwelling; habita 


pline, they 
nions. 

Co'mmorance. 7 n.f. [from cormorant.] 

Co'mmorancy. f tion ; abode; refidence. 

The very quality, carriage, and place of commorance 
witnefles, 


of 


t y quality* auu r ovv 

is by this means plainly and evidently let forth. 
Hale's Hiftory of the Common Law of Englatid. 
An archbilhop, out of his diocefe, becomes lubje# to the 
archbifhop of the province where he has his abode and com- 
morancy. Ayliffe's Parergon. 

COMMORANT. adj. [commorans, Latin.] Keiidcnt; dwell- 
ing; inhabiting. 

The abbot may demand and recover his monk, that is com- 
morant and refiding in another monaftcry. Alyjfe s P arergon. 

Commo'tion. n.f. [ commotio , Latin.] 

1. Tumult; difturbance; combuftion; fedition ; publick difor- 
der; infurreflion. 

By flatt’ry he hath won the common hearts ; 

And when he’ll pleaSe to make commotion, 

’Tis to be fear’d they all will follow him. Shakef Henry VI. 
When ye lliall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified. 

Luke xxi. 9. 

The Iliad confifts of battles and a continual commotion ; 
the Odyfley in patience and wifdom. Brooms Notes on the Odyff. 

2. Perturbation; diforder of mind ; heat; violence; agitation. 

Some ftrange commotion 

Is in his brain ; he bites his lips, and ftarts. Shak. Hen. VIII. 
He could not debate any thing without fome commotion, 
when the argument was not of moment. Clarendon. 

3. Difturbance; reftlcfnefs. 

Sacrifices were offered when an earthquake happened, that 
he woulJ allay the commotions of the water, and put an end 
to the earthquake. Woodward? s Natural Hijlory , p. iii. 

Commo'i ioner. n.f. [from commotion.] One that caufes com- 
motions ; a difturber of the peace. A word not in ufe. 

The people more regarding commotio/iers than commiffioners, 
flocked together, as clouds duller againft a ftorm. Hayward. 

ToCommo've. v. a. [cosnmovco, Latin.] Todifturb; to agi- 
tate ; to put into a violent motion ; to unfcttle. 

Strait the finds, 

Commov'd around, in gathering eddies play. Thonf Summer. 

To CO'M MU NE. v. n. [com/nuntco, Lat.] To converfe; *0 
ta together; to impart fentiments mutually. 

So long as Guj on with her communed. 

Unto the ground fhe call her madeft eye ; 

And ever and anon, with rofy red, 

T lie bafhtul blood her fnowy cheeks did dye. Fairy Qtieen. 

I will commune with you of fuch things. 

That want no ears but your’s. Shaft. Meafurc for Mcafure. 
They would forbear open hoftility, and refort unto him 
peaceably, that they might commune together as friends. 11a yw. 

Then commune, how that day they beft may ply 
Their growing work. Milton's Par ad felLoJl, b. ix. /. 20 r. 
Ideas, as ranked under names, are thofe that, for the moft 
pair, men reafon of within themfelves, and always thofe 

^ which they commune about with others. ' Locke . 

Communicabi'lit y. n.f. [from communicable.] The quality 

^ of being communicated ; capability to be imparted. 

Cohmu'mcable. adj. [ from communicate. ] 

1. That which may become the common polleffion of more 
than one ; with to. 

Sith eternal life is communicable unto all, it behooveth that 
the word of God be fo likcwile. Hooker , b. v.feft. 20. 

2. 1 hat which may be imparted, or recounted ; with to. 

Nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reve.Td, which th’ invifible king. 

Only omnifeient, hath fupprefs’d in night, 

To ,,one communicable in earth or heav’n. Milton's Par. Loft. 

The happy place 

Rather inflames thy torment, reprefenting 

Loft bill's, to tlice no more communicable, ATilton's Par. R, r. 

Communicant, n.f [from communicate.] One who is pre- 
lent, as a worfhipper, at the celebration of the Lord's Supper • 
one who participates of the blclled facramcnt. 

Communicants have ever ufed it ; and we, by the form of the 
very utterance, do fliew we ufe it as communicants. Hooker 
A conftant frequenter of worfhip, and a never-faili,^ 
monthly communicant. Atterhnr.\ '• 0 

ToCOllLimCATE. 

t. I o impart^ to others what is in our own power; to make 
others partakers ; to confer a joint polleffion ; to beftow. 

Lomnion benefits are to be communicated wich all, but pecu- 
liar benefits with choice. u cv- 1 

. Where God 

Inch of the Grecian chiefs conforts with thee? 

.but J Jiomcdo defires my company 

And ftill communicates his praife with me. Dryden's FalUs. 

2. I o reveal ; to impart knowledge. 

5 ^ I learned 
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